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ABSTRACT

The article presents the results of the research concerning the reflection of the scientific and research activities of the famous 
Greek scientist Georgios N. Papanikolaou and the development of the world famous and used in gynecology and oncology, his 
famous PAP-test, for the definition of papillomavirus infection. All materials presented in these articles were illustrated with the 
help of philately, faleristics, bonistics and numismatics. The article is of interest for doctors, medical workers of different directions, 
students and historians of medicine, collectors and a wide range of readers.
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ABBREVIATIONS: (EFD): Envelopes of the First Day; (AME): Art Marked Envelopes

INTRODUCTION

The history of medicine knows many of its heroes who have 
contributed to the fight against the many diseases that afflict 
humans. Among these diseases that affect and kill women of 
different ages, cervical cancer occupies a special place. In this 
article I would like to tell you about a special person, a researcher, 
a scientist, a hero of medicine, a glorious son of the Greek people, 
a world-famous fighter against cervical cancer - Georgios Nikolaou 
Papanicolaou [1, 2].

The microorganisms that lead to atypical changes in the 
epithelium of the affected organ are named after him, as well as the 
world-famous screening test (PAP test), which will be discussed 
below. Georgios Nikolaou Papanikolaou was a Greek scientist, 
physician, pioneer of cytology and early diagnosis of cancer. The 
Papanicolaou test is now used worldwide to detect cervical cancer 
in women at early stages of the disease [2-5]. The method of 
cytological examination of cervical and cervical canal cells by smear 
on glass was developed more than eighty years ago by Papanicolaou, 
whose name was later given to the method. Since 1943, the RAR 
test has been widely used worldwide as a screening test for the 
diagnosis of cervical cancer and precancerous conditions [6].

AIM
The purpose of this article is to present the results of a 

special study devoted to the presentation of the memory of G. N. 
Papanicolaou and his PAP-test in the reflection of such collectibles 
as philately, numismatics, and bonistics.

MATERIALS AND METHODS
To achieve this goal we used such methods of research as the 

analysis of available sources of information, using special literature 
and the history medicine, Internet resources, philatelic catalogs, 
directories and thematic articles.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
I would like to tell the story of the scientific exploit of G. N. 

Papanicolaou in a way that is not quite usual, namely to show how 
the story of a hero of medicine can be conveyed by telling about 
him and presenting his activities, in the reflection of collection 
tools as material sources of information transmission. To begin my 
story, I would like to start with philately, an auxiliary science [1], in 
which postage stamps, envelopes, blocks, cartomaxims, and more 
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are represented. There are postage stamps of the United States, 
Greece, and the Republic of Cyprus, dedicated to G.N. Papanicolaou 
and his scientific discovery, which are shown in (Figure 1). On the 

Cyprus stamp the scientist is depicted with his wife and assistant, 
Andromache Papanikolaou [7-9].

Figure 1: Postage stamps dedicated to G.N. Papanikolaou.

More widely and diversely represent the scientific feat of the 
scientist, envelopes of the first day (EFD) and art marked envelopes 
(AME), of which there are several dozen, with a variety of artistic 

illustrations and postage stamps on them, some of which are 
presented in (Figure 2); [7-9].

Figure 2: Postal envelopes dedicated to G.N. Papanikolaou.

We would also like to present a small selection of postage 
stamps and art stamped envelopes from several countries of the 

world devoted to the fight against cervical cancer, shown in (Figure 
3).

Figure 3: Philatelic materials devoted to the fight against cervical cancer.

In memory of the glorious son of the Greek people, a banknote of 
10,000 Greek drachmas was issued in 1995, depicting the scientist 
and the dates of his life, the objects of his workplace - microscope, 

laboratory equipment, books, notes. This banknote, on the front 
side, is shown in (Figure 4); [10].

Figure 4: Greek banknote of 10,000 drachmas in memory of G.N. Papanicolaou.
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In memory of the Greek scientist, in 2012, the Greek government 
issued a silver commemorative coin, denominated 10 euros, which 
(obverse and reverse), shown in (Figure 5); [4]. The obverse of the 
coin depicts G.N. Papanicolaou sitting at a working microscope, 
with a smear in his hands. The obverse of the coin is framed by 

inscriptions of his name, surname and life dates, presented in Greek 
and English. The reverse features a stylized cytological swab (PAP 
test), and frames the coat of arms of Greece, and the denomination 
of the coin, 10 euros, written in Greek [4].

Figure 5: Greek 10-euro coin dedicated to G.N. Papanicolaou.

In conclusion, we would like to present a commemorative 
bronze medal of the Greek Academy of Sciences (Athens), minted 

in memory of the great Greek scientist. This medal (obverse and 
reverse) is presented in (Figure 6) [4].

Figure 6: Commemorative medal of the Academy of Sciences of Greece dedicated to G.N. Papanicolaou.

CONCLUSION
1. The postage stamps, commemorative medals and coins, 

and banknotes of the world show quite richly various aspects of 
the scientific activities devoted to the discovery of papillomavirus 
infection and the development of the screening PAP test by the 
Greek cytologist Georgios Nikolaou Papanikolaou.

2. Collectibles, as means of material culture, are an informative 
means of narrating the lives of medical scientists, as well as a 
valuable illustrative addition to the study of the history of medicine.
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