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ABSTRACT

Background and Objective: In Egypt, as a result of the noticeable rise in divorce rates and the increase in the number of divorce 
children in a way that represents a danger to the public future, and because of the Personal Status Law that deprives the father of 
hosting or cohabitation or sharing custody with his children after the divorce.

Methods: Information was collected about the extent of the impact of the deprivation and absence of the father on the children 
of divorce from previous research And the Central Agency for Public Mobilization and Statistics and the Egyptian government portal.

Results: The data and results revealed that because of this random and unscientific law, these children are exposed to a great 
danger at all levels of development, which constitutes a major disaster.

Conclusion: The results indicate the urgent need for rapid legislative amendments aimed at implementing the shared care 
system and its owners and the father’s hosting and coexistence with his children for the healthy development children of divorce in 
Egypt, in order to preserve the strength of the fabric of society and the solidity of the Egyptian state.
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INTRODUCTION

Parental separation affects a child’s development. Early 
parental divorce (during primary school) has been associated with 
greater behavior problems within the kid [1]. While divorce later 
in childhood or adolescence may dampen academic performance. 
Fatherless Children tend to suffer greater emotional and social 
difficulties than others do. Father absence mainly results from 
parental divorce and separation [2]. 

An increase within the divorce rate in Egypt (Figure 1) and 
increases the divorce Percentage, by Marriage Duration which 
become shorter (Figure 2). Have introduced the Absent Egyptian 
Father that defines as an ongoing emotional, social or spiritual 
deficit within the children’s and their fathers after divorced, this 
deficit often leaves anger and pain, extreme behaviors, addictions 
or obsessions, inner sense of being lost and incomplete, lacking  

 
assurance and self-confidence. In the Egyptian personal law, the 
father is prohibited from hosting his children or living with them 
after the divorce. he is only allowed to determine them in a very 
public place like clubs for 3 hours every week [3] and if he leaves 
them from this club, it is considered against the law of kidnapping 
and will cause the daddy to be imprisoned. During this situation, the 
daddy after the divorce is taken into account unjust, this law was 
passed in 2000 to convey material gains to women at the expense 
of the child’s psychological development and basic needs, which 
caused many health and psychological crises and disasters for 
this generation of divorce children, including per the international 
scientific references mentioned (Figures 3).

a) 63% of youth suicides are from fatherless homes [4].

b) 85% of all children who show behavior disorders come 
from fatherless homes [5].
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c) 80% of rapist motivated by displaced anger comes from 
fatherless homes [6].

d) 71% of all high school dropouts come from fatherless 
homes [7].

e) 5-75% of all adolescent patients in Drug’s abuse centers 
come from fatherless homes [8].

f) 70% of youths in state-operated institutions come from 
fatherless homes [9]. 

g) 85% of all youths in prison come from fatherless homes 
[10].

h) Absent Father increases the risk of children abusing by 3 
times [11].

i) Children living in female-headed homes with no spouse 
present had a poverty rate of 47.6%. This was over four times the 
rate for children living in married-couple families [12].

j) Men who grew up with absent fathers were more likely 
to become absent fathers. They also found that women who grew 
up with absent fathers are more likely to have children with absent 
fathers [13].

k) Father absence increased the risk of infant mortality, and 
that the mortality rate for infants within the first 28 days of life is 
four times higher for those with absent fathers than those with 
involved fathers [14].

l) Individuals from father-absent homes are 279% more 
likely to carry guns and deal drugs than peers living with their 
fathers [15].

m) Adolescent boys with absent fathers are more likely to 
engage in delinquency than those who are present [16].

n) Children in father-absent homes suffer 2 times of obesity 
than are non-obese children [17].

o) Fatherless girls have been found to be at risk for teenage 
pregnancy [18].

p) Early maturing fatherless boys are at risk for sexual 
promiscuity [19].

q) Cinderella Effect, which refers to the observation that 
stepchildren are at a dramatically increased risk of physical abuse 
and homicide than children living with their biological parents [20].

r) Presence of a stepfather is not compensating to the 
disadvantages of a biological father being absent. it can cause an 
even bigger negative effect on children [21].

s) Early maturing fatherless girls have been found to be at 
risk for giving birth to low-birth-weight infants.

t) The child’s estrangement, manifest itself as fear, 
disrespect, or hostility toward the distant father, and may extend to 
additional relatives or parties.

Figure 1: Divorce rates in Egypt.
Source: Population Situation Analysis, Egypt 2016.

Figure 2: Distribution of divorce percentage, by marriage duration.
Source: Population Situation Analysis, Egypt 2016.
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Figure 3: Neuropsychiatric disorders in Fatherless children.

CONCLUSION

The Egyptian legislator and the must make quick amendments 
to the Personal Status Law that allow the Father and his family, 
cohabitation and hosting of the divorced child without any 
disturbance to the child’s activities at the academic, sports, social 
and familial levels, by this way he can achieving the healthy 
psychological and organic development and we can maintaining 
family cohesion even after separation and controlling this massive 
disorders in Egyptian children’s to protect their human rights.
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